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2004 THE YEAR OF ST. JOHN,  

HAPPY NEW YEAR  

(by Br. Vittorio Boria, ofm cap.) 

Christians following the Geez Calendar (Eritreans and Ethiopians) will celebrate their 
New Year Day on Monday, Sept. 12, 2012 under the patronage of St. John the Baptist. 
They will start the Year of Mercy  2004. While in Eritrea this is mainly a religious holi-
day, in Ethiopia it is a civil celebration as well.  
Question: Why a different calendar?  
Answer:  Well, first of all the Geez Calendar is not the only alternative to the Gregor-
ian one. In Europe up until 1923 many nations had their own calendar, and in official 
documents they had to put both the local and the Gregorian dates. Calendars have a 
deeply religious goal: for Christianity, for example, the calendar determines the cycle 
within which the most important events in the history of salvation of humanity are re-
membered. As such, Churches (including the Roman Catholic Church) have their own 
internal calendars with relevant differences from the civil one. E.g. the liturgical calen-
dar for Western Christianity starts on the first Sunday of Advent (generally the last 
Sunday of November).  
Second, the Geez calendar claims its origins from the Pharaohs of Egypt: 12 months of 
30 days plus an addition of 5/6 days called Pagumien (meaning REMAINDER) a year. 
With the acceptance of Christianity, the Axumite civilization inserted the Christian 
celebrations in their calendar. Later on, when the Roman Emperor Julius Augustus in-
troduced its corrections, the Ethiopians accepted them only in part (e.g. they did not 
move their new year day to January 1, but kept it on Augustus 29, the 12 months con-
tinued to be of 30 days plus the Pagumien days, rather than distributing these extra 
days among the months of the year). When centuries later (1582) Pope Gregory XIII 
introduced more corrections, the Eastern Churches had already broken off from Rome, 
and therefore, most of them did not accept the changes. Besides, the Gregorian correc-
tions affected the dates of Easter also, one more reason not to accept the proposed 
changes.  
Question:  Did you say the Eastern Churches kept the New Year Day on August 29? 
Why then are we celebrating it on Sept 12? 
Answer: For 2 reasons. The Geez year 2003 is a leap year, therefore Pagumien instead 
of 5 has one extra day (like February that becomes 29 in leap years), while the Gregor-
ian 2011 is not a leap year. But 2012 will be a leap year, and so the extra day in the 
geez 2003 will be offset on Feb 29, 2012. But this accounts for the new year starting 
on Sept 12 rather than Sept 11, like on the non leap years. The big difference of 13 
days from Aug 29 to Sept 11 is explained by the correction of Pope Gregory XIII: In 
1582 he decided that for that one time the day after Oct 5 rather being Oct 6, would be 
Oct. 15 thus skipping 10 days. Further, he declared that the centurial years (the years 
ending with 00) will be leap years only if they would be divisible by 400. So 1600 and 
2000 were leap years, but 1700, 1800, 1900 were not, in the western calendars. But for 
the Geez calendar they were considered leap years.  This slowed down the Geez calen-
dar for 3 more days, implying that the Geez New Year Days in 1582 – 1699 was on 
Sept 8, and then in 1700 -1799 on Sept 9,  in 1800-1899 and 1900 – 2099 slowed down 
one more day in each interval,  until the present Sept 11, accounting for the total of 13 
days difference so far. The drift will add 3 more days every 400 years. 
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Eritreans Caught in Libyan Civil War  

Flee to Canada 
 by Michael Swan, The Catholic Register Wednesday, 22/6/11  

Nardos Hailetells the story of her cousin, Selamawit Me-

hari , who tried to make the desperate voyage from 

Libya to Italy with her three children. As the boat began 

to disintegrate in the Mediterranean and her husband 

turned to help neighbours, Selamawit held tight to her 

16-month-old — and watched helplessly as her four-

year-old and six-year-old children were swept over-

board. 

At Toronto’s St. Nicholas of Bari Parish, the new com-

munity of Eritreans  mourn friends lost to the Mediterra-

nean. Weldeab Habtemical thinks he knows 20 who 

died at sea. Goitom Abrha recalls 25. Selam Tes-

faselasssie  remembers 14 members of her church choir 

in Tripoli, Libya. 

These refugees are part of a growing group of Eritreans 

caught in the Libyan civil war who have made their way 

to Canada. The tiny Toronto Eritrean Catholic Commu-

nity of St. Nicholas Bari, under the Capuchin Fr. Vittorio 

Boria, is supporting 35 refugee sponsorships through co

-sponsorship and doing its best to help new arrivals set-

tle and focus on their futures. 

To be a refugee in Libya is its own circle of hell. Add in 

a civil war and it gets worse. 

Abraha wound up in Libya in May 2009. He and 138 

others were trucked across the dessert from Khartoum, 

Sudan to Benghazi, the Libyan port city that now serves 

as provisional capital to anti-Ghaddafi forces. On the 

way there, the refugees ran out of food and water. In 

Benghazi, things got worse.  

Abraha was one of 120 refugees who were stuffed into 

a container to be carted like cargo to Tripoli. 

“One hour in the container and people were passing out 

and falling apart. They couldn’t breathe,” recalled 

Abraha.  Desperate refugees banging on the inside of 

the container attracted the attention of police, who took 

the refugees immediately to two prisons — one for 

women and children and the other for men. Getting out 

of Gaddafi’s prisons is simple, but not easy. 

“People who give money, they get out,” said Abraha. 

“The people who don’t have, they stay for months, 

years.” 

It cost Abraha U.S. $900 to get out of prison and into a 

rooming house where his share of the rent was be-

tween $200 and $300 per month. But Libya is not a sig-

natory to any of the United Nations conventions on 

refugees. Any man out on the street without papers 

could be swept up and put back in prison.  

At St. Francis Catholic Church in Tripoli, Fr. Daniel and 

Fr. Sandro helped the local refugees survive and con-

tact the  

UNHCR to 

receive offi-

cial refugee 

status, said 

Tes-

faselasy. 

Then the 

war broke 

out.  “We 

were so 

scared. This 

was the 

worst situa-

tion,” said 

Abrha. “We were targeted as if we were the mercenar-

ies of the regime. The houses of black people were be-

ing burned. They were chasing us from house to house, 

chasing black people.” 

The parish kicked in $50 for a three-hour taxi ride to 

the Choucha camp run by the UNHCR on the Tunisian-

Libyan border. Eritreans with UNHCR papers fled. 

“There was no time to even buy bread,” said Tes-

faselasy. 

Tesfaselasy admits to feeling guilty about having sur-

vived and making it to Canada when so many are still in 

Libya or caught up in the Choucha camp. At the same 

time, she knows her life has been returned to her. 

“What I have found here, right now, I am reborn 

again,” she said. 

At every stage, the Church has been a lifeline for Eritre-

ans, said Abraha. Without telephone or internet, in hid-

ing from a population suspicious of foreigners, the 

Church in Tripoli was their only source of information. 

When they got to Choucha camp, one of the tents was 

set aside as a church for the Eritreans.  “If you don’t 

have belief, you don’t have life,” said Abraha. 

“Everything we’ve got is from God.”  Abraha supports 

the rebel’s cause in Libya. “There was no election, no 

democracy, no education” under Ghaddafi, he said. 

“The people are right to rise against him.”   Tes-

faselassie, 29, hopes to be reunited with her husband, 

who fled Libya on a boat and is now in Swtzerland. 

Abraha’s wife, four-year-old son and two-year-old 

daughter are still in Eritrea.  The 37-year-old construc-

tion worker wants them with him in Canada.To reconsti-

tute their families, learn English, find work and more, 

the Eritreans are still relying on the Church, said Fr. 

Boria. 
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 /��+  PICNIC AT LAKE SIMCOE 
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�� �) X�-."C	� �)  ?	�.8� *� ( website)  
-.� )0�� 
 More pictures on our Chaplaincy’s activities can be  
viewed on our website. 

 

www.Kidanemhret.com 
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Our Youth  at St. Francis !!! 
(By: Nati Berhane) 

 
Work, fun and food!  Early August Kidanemheret’s 
Youth Group volunteered at St. Francis Table 
feeding the homeless. Of all the times we had 
been to the Table, this last outing was probably 
the biggest turnout in members than ever before! 
This was due to the fact that many new young 
members have recently joined the group.  This 
was an entirely new and enriching experience for 
them! They were definitely out of their normal 
area of comfort and although they were a bit nerv-
ous at first, the fast-pace energy of the kitchen 
made them forget about any anxieties they had 
and they began to enjoy themselves.   
 
As for the more senior members of the group, this 
being the Youth Group’s fourth time giving their 
services to the kitchen, the constant hustle and 
bustle within the restaurant was nothing new to 
them. The youth got to experience serving and 
working hard, but as well got to enjoy themselves. 
At the beginning of the day, most were tired and 
few were shy, but as the day progressed and 
mouths needed to be fed, the group became live-
lier and got what needed to be done.  
 
At the end of it all, members felt the goodness of 
serving others, especially those in need, and also 
the rewards such kindness brings.  
 
In appreciation of our services and to welcome 
the new youth into the group, Father John and 
Abba Vittorio held a BBQ for the Group the follow-
ing Saturday. Mass was held first at St. Francis 
and the BBQ followed after. With Father John 
managing the grill, the group got to relax and en-
joy each other’s company. We ate, laughed and 
even played a few games. By the end of the night, 
Abba Vittorio had to kindly kick us out because we 
wouldn’t leave!  
 

To those interested:  
The Youth group from our Church will be serving at St. 
Francis table on Sunday October 30,  and December 25 
2011. All interested can contact Fr. Vittorio Boria.  
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Welcome Students to New Academic Year 2011/2012  

(Bahlibi Tekle) 
 
“The roots of true achievement lie in the will to become the best you can be.” – Harold Taylor 
 

As we start this academic year, we should promise ourselves that we will use all of the energy we accu-
mulated during the summer time wisely and appropriately. Every year we have challenges and cannot defeat 
these challenges if we do not start the new academic year with determination and a tangible plan. Your work, 
commitment, achievements, and expressions are the concrete examples towards developing the essential skills 
such as: discipline, co-operation, creativity, and self-esteem.  

Many of our children will be in grade 9 this year. I wish them a successful year and would like to give them 
the following advice at the beginning of the year. 

 
Whether it is easy or difficult, try every homework question. Tests and quizzes are based on homework. 
Make a realistic goal for your final marks. It all depends on your attitude and for sure you will achieve them. 
Always look at the higher marks the other students are achieving. Don’t compare yourself always with low 

achieving students. 
Don’t fall behind. This will be an excuse for you not to work hard continuously. 
Always be positive. For example, don’t say “I hate math,” if not, math will hate you. 
When choosing your subjects, don’t focus on easier subjects, take the challenge. 
If you don’t understand, don’t be shy – ask your teacher for help. Most teachers are so willing to help when 

students ask them for extra help. 
 
Math Magic - watch the math beauty below: 
 

11 x 11 = 121 
111 x 111 = 12321 

1111 x 1111 = 1234321 
11111 x 11111 = 123454321 

111111 x 111111 = 12345654321 
1111111 x 1111111 = 1234567654321 

11111111 x 11111111 = 123456787654321 
111111111 x 111111111 = 12345678987654321 

 

 
Tigrigna School 2011/2012 

 
Tigrigna classes for all elementary and secondary students will start on Saturday, September 17, 2011 at St. 
Mary of the Angels from 3:00pm to 5:30pm. Students who are not registered should register the same day.  

 
For elementary students, registration fee of $10 and OHIP number is needed during registration.  

 
For secondary school students, we still give grade 10 and grade 11 credits recognized by the Ministry of Edu-
cation. Students in grade 9 or above can take the grade 10 Tigrigna academic credit. Only those students who 
took the first credit (grade 10 Tigrigna) can register for the grade 11 credit. For the credit courses, students 

will take the registration form on Sept 17 and have it signed by their guidance counsellor in their day school.  
 

Registration fee collected by the school board is $20.  
If you have any questions please feel free to ask Bahlibi Tekle for any details. 
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Cardinal Ambrozic Rests in the Lord 

As archbishop of  

Toronto for 16 

years, Cardinal Alo-
ysius Ambrozic 

oversaw the trans-
formation of Can-
ada's largest dio-

cese into a multi-

cultural, multi-

racial home to 1.6 
million Catholics. 

But while acknowledging the challenges implicit  

in change, Cardinal Ambrozic once said his main 
challenge was simply to be true to the 

Catholic Church.  

That is how the cardinal is being remembered to-
day, as a man unwavering in his beliefs and un-
failingly true to the Church he served with faith, 
grace and distinction through 56 years of priest-
hood.  

After a lengthy illness, Cardinal Ambrozic died 
peacefully at Providence Healthcare Toronto on 
Aug. 26 shortly after receiving the sacramental 
anointing from Archbishop Thomas Collins, the 
cardinal's successor as archbishop. The cardinal 
was 81. 

Cardinal Ambrozic served as archbishop of 
Toronto from March 1990 until December 
2006. 

During Cardinal Ambrozic’s time, the face of the 
Church in Toronto changed dramatically. Fuelled 
by a flood of immigrants from countries around 

the world, it grew from a Catholic population of 
1.1 million in 1986, when he was coadjutor 
archbishop, to more than 1.8 million today. To re-

spond to the rising demand for spiritual nourish-
ment and religious services, he oversaw the con-
struction of 25 new churches, most in the rapidly 

expanding suburbs around the city. 

Ambrozic oversaw the transformation of 
Canada's largest diocese into a multicul-
tural, multi-racial home to 1.6 million 

Catholics. He authorized and blessed the 
Eritrean/Ethiopian chaplaincy in his Arch-

diocese. 
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W  O  R  D   S  E  A  R  C  H 
“The Holy Spirit” 

(By: Salem Aaron) 
This word search is focused on the Holy Spirit, including The Nine Fruits of The Spirit 
Love, Joy, Peace, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-Control, Patience) 
and The Seven Gifts of The Spirit (Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, Piety, 
Knowledge, Fear Of the Lord).  

Try to find as many words as you can. 
 

Good Luck! 

  

G T E N F T R L  B M  G L  G O S E 

R R S S A  O O O O E N O O V  T N 

N K  A  C T N G R N G F N A  V  C F 

C I  N C H G Y  T I  N I  R T N E E 

G N N L  E U L  N G I  E S U A  D L  

U D A  E R E R O I  D C V  R I  U T 

T N P M  N S O C M  N S O E T T U 

W E A  E L  D C - H A  F T A  S I  S 

I  S S E N L  U F H T I  A  F I  T N 

S S M  E I  G I  L  H S Y  O J R R E 

D I  S C I  P L  E S R R T K  H O J 

O S I  F G E L  S T E G E E C F E 

M  E T K  N O W L  E D G E Y  I  C S 

C S P I  R I  T E C N E I  T A  P U 

N C A  D L  A  U C O U N S E L  R S 

B I  B L  E V  O D I  I  S P S E T P 

Spirit       
Wisdom      
Understanding    
Counsel     
Fortitude    
Piety 
Knowledge 
Fear Of The Lord     
Christian 
Grace 
Tongues 
Disciples 
Prayer 
Trinity 
Dove 
Baptism 
Church 
Mass 
Bible 
Love 
Joy 
Peace 
Kindness 
Goodness 
Faithfulness 
Gentleness 
Self-Control 
Patience 
Nine  
Fruits 
Gifts 
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Chaplaincy Planner SEPTEMBER 2011 – JANUARY 2012 
Unless differently indicated all days are on Sundays 
 
September 
(6 Tue)  School year starts 
 (6-11)   Pagwmien days of Purification and Penance starts 
(8 Thu)  Archangel Raphael, guide of the Youth and Medicine for the elderly    
(12 Tue)   St. John the Baptist – Geez New Year Day (Mass 6.30 pm) 
(17 Sat)   Tigrinya classes start 
(14-23 Wed - Fri)   Novena and Fest of P. Pio 
(18 )    General Assembly - Children Liturgy of the Word — Youth Group 2  
   Programs start  
(25)   Youth Group 1   Programs start 
(28 Wed)   Exaltation of the Cross (Mass 6:30 pm) 
October 
(2 Sunday)  Respect Life Sunday - Youth Group 2  - MASS IN ENGLISH 
(4 Tue)    St. Francis Day  
(9)    Vocation Awareness Sunday - Youth Group 1 
(10  Mon)   Thanksgiving 
(16)   Pilgrimage to O. L. of Fatima Shrine, Buffalo, NY - Youth Group 2 
(23)    Mission Sunday, Second Collection  - Youth Group 1 
(30)   Volunteering at St. Francis Table  -  Youth Group 2 
November  
(1-2 Tue - Wed) All Saints and All Souls Day 
 (6)   Youth Group 2  - MASS IN ENGLISH  
(13)   Youth Group 1 
(19 Sat)   Qwsqwam – Workshop on Refugees 
(20)   Youth Group 2 
(27)   Youth Group 1 
(30 Wed)   O. L. of Zion (6.30 pm Mass)  
December 
(4)   Youth Group 2  - MASS IN ENGLISH 
(11)    Christmas Retreat – Youth Group 1 
(17 Sat)   Tigrinya Classes Recess for Christmas 
(18)   Youth Group 2 
(25)   Latin Christmas – Volunteering at St. Francis Table 
January 
(1)   New Year Day  - MASS IN ENGLISH 
(6 Fri  6.30 pm)  Ledet Celebrations 
 (8)   Tombola !  !  ! 
(9 Mon)   Bethlehem Innocent children (6.00 pm Blessing of the Infants) 
(14 Sat)   Tigrinya classes resume 
(15)    Nazret Sunday – Family Day 
(20 Fri)    Baptism of the Lord  (6.30 pm Mass) 
(21-22 Sat - Sun)  Theology of the Body (Course for Choir group and other youth)  
(22)    Temket Sunday – Renewal of the Baptismal vows 
 
NB – 1st Sunday of the month Mass in English -  4th Sunday of the month memorial Mass 
   1st and 3rd Sunday of the month Youth Group 2 meetings, 2nd and 3rd Sundays Youth 1 meetings.  
    Baptisms on the third Saturdays of the month before noon. Other Sacraments by appointment  
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